
devoted
Dedication’s what you need. Unless you don’t 
want to be the best. Or beat the rest.

Jess Bee

Devotion is an old-fashioned word. It makes 
us think of sacrifi ce, unfettered commitment, 
or Olivia Newton John, ‘hopelessly devoted’, 
fl oating around in her nightie in Grease. It’s 
a concept that challenges our notions of 
self-control, individuality and 21st century 
aloofness. Isn’t it all a little bit over the top? 
I’m not sure we’re in to that in our present 
climate. Surely it’s not cool to be devoted 
to anything, especially if we end up looking 
stupid or obsessed. 

Visions of devoted Michael Jackson fans 
say deluded or fanatical but true devotion 
isn’t about unthinking abandonment to a 
fl awed idol or an unworthy cause. Instead 
it’s about earnest, authentic worship of an 
almighty God. 

The way Jesus lived his life is a great 
example of what it means to be ‘devoted’. 
His life of worship was integrated, authentic 
and unshakeable. He is our model on what 
it is to be in step with the Father, operating 
in the power of the Spirit – fully confi dent in 
who he is and who God is. This life with God 
isn’t just about quiet times, Bible knowledge 
and church attendance (although these 
things are important), it’s about every part of 
us dedicated to God all day, everyday.

The book of Luke in the Bible talks about 
when Jesus goes into the desert after his 
baptism and Satan tempts him to turn away 
from the authority and care of his Father. 
Jesus shows his trust and commitment by 
acknowledging the provision, goodness, 
authority and faithfulness that comes from 
God. Jesus knows who it is he worships 
and is armed with answers to Satan’s taunts 
because of what he knows to be true about 
God from the Bible. His quick-fi re responses 
show that he is soaked in truth about God 
and totally confi dent in him. 

Jesus is so in tune with his Father that it 
effects how he thinks about himself. At 
his baptism God highlights Jesus’ identity, 
calling him ‘my Son’. This event reveals 
Jesus’ relationship with his Father – he’s 
not solely an agent sent to save the earth 
but a son who has a unique relationship 
with God; his prayers at this moment of 
baptism show the intimacy that they share. 
Jesus continues to talk to God throughout 
his earthly life, taking himself off to quiet 
places to pray. He knew the importance of 
prayer, looking for those places away from 
the busyness of life to spend time with God. 
In the Garden of Gethsemane before his 
death, Jesus talks to God about the situation 
he is facing. His honest prayers not only 
reveal his dependence on his Father but his 
total submission as he says, ‘Not my will but 
yours’. Jesus knows who he is, a child who 
needs his Father on a daily basis and who 
trusts that he is in control. 

Jesus is not only confi dent in his identity but 
he knows what he’s meant to be doing with 
his life. When he reads the words of Isaiah 
and says that he is anointed to ‘preach good 
news to the poor’, ‘proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind’, 
and to ‘release the oppressed’ he knows 
that he is the one who is going to do these 
things. He goes on to do exactly what he 
has just been talking about – he releases 
people from demonic oppression, heals the 
sick and invites people to be part of this stuff 
with him. His commitment to his Father is 
shown as he does what he’s been made to 
do. But it’s not just about a one-time fl ash of 
inspiration, he is constantly in tune with God, 
hearing his voice in all situations. When 
the Jews question what Jesus is doing, he 
responds by saying: ‘I tell you the truth, the 
Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does the Son also 
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does.’ His day-to-day life is wrapped up in 
communicating with his Father and following 
what he’s doing. 

Jesus is an amazing example to follow 
as we live our day-to-day lives with God. 
Getting to know more about God by reading 
the Bible means we are ready for whatever 
goes on in our life, good or bad, with the 
knowledge that we are cared for by a God 
who is powerful and loving. Spending time 
with God in prayer and acknowledging that 
he knows what he’s doing with our lives is 
part of our devotion to him – giving him his 
due as all-powerful and all-knowing and 
letting him be in control of every part of our 
lives. Knowing who we are, what God is 
asking us to do and then doing it is where 
our dedication comes to life – we respond to 
what God has given us as we use our gifts 
and live in all the fullness of our God-given 
identity.  

This life with God is a life of devotion, of 
sacrifi ce, of commitment – but not in the 
way the world might see it. It’s about radical 
living spurred by confi dence in who we 
worship and who we are in light of what he’s 
done for us. Our devotion isn’t unthinking 
obsession with the latest fad, it’s a full-on 
response to an amazing God – we worship 
him by being all that we are and are called 
to be in light of his power, majesty, grace 
and love.

The way Jesus lived 
his life is a great 

example of what it 
means to be devoted. 

His life of worship was 
integrated, authentic 

and unshakeable.
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